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REVIEWS. 


In the main the author’s views as to all practical points are well 
founded and worthy of adoption. 

The book is beautifully made, and the illustrations, especially the 
skiagrams, are admirable. Mr. Poland is to be congratulated on 
having made a notable addition to surgical literature and as having 
well and thoroughly met a want which has been recognized for years 
by practical surgeons, and especially by surgical teachers. 

J. W. W. 


A Clinical Treatise on Diseases op the Breast. By A. Marm advice 

Sheild, M.D. (Cantab), F.R.C.S. New York: The Macmillan Com¬ 
pany, 1898. 

Several eminent surgeons have written upon diseases of the breast 
(Velpeau, Bryant, Birkett, Williams, the younger Gross), but a thor¬ 
oughly modern treatise was greatly needed, and one written by such an 
accomplished surgeon as Marmaduke Sheild is to be warmly welcomed. 

This subject is often slighted in our works upon surgery. In one of 
the most authoritative of modern text-books, a work which consists of 
three large volumes, the entire subject of diseases of the mammary 
gland is dismissed in about twenty-five pages. The book before us 
consists of some 500 pages. It is well illustrated, clearly written, and 
embodies the great practical experience of a surgeon who has studied 
this subject long and well. The profession is aware that Mr. Sheild 
has been for some time investigating these diseases, and our readers will 
recall his valuable paper upon abscess of the breast ( Lancet , May 2, 
1896) and his important contribution on the diagnosis of cancer ( British 
Medical Journal, May 30, 1896). The first chapter of the book before 
us deals with anatomy and physiology. The author calls particular 
attention to the fact that the outline of the breast is not sharply defined, 
but from the gland a number of cusps or processes pass off in different 
directions. Some of the extensions pass toward the axilla, two or more 
to’the margin of the sternum, and, as Heidenhain pointed out, sub¬ 
mammary prolongations may actually pass through the pectoral fascia. 
In an operation for carcinoma all of these outlying portions must be 
removed. In describing the lymphatics of the breast he summarizes 
the well-known views of Stiles, which were published in the Transactions 
of the Edinburgh Medical Chirurgical Society, vol. xi. 

The chapter on acute mastitis and abscess is extremely valuable. 
Sheild believes that a vast majority of abscesses in either sex are due 
to the entrance of pyogenic organisms through an abrasion and their 
passage into the lymphatic ducts. Entrance of organisms into the milk 
ducts he does not regard as a probable cause. In many cases an abra¬ 
sion cannot be detected by means of the naked eye, but can be discov¬ 
ered if a lens is used. Abscesses in nursing women can be prevented 
to a great extent by keeping the mother’s nipple and the child’s mouth 
clean. The author objects to the incision radiating from the nipple on 
the upper surface of the gland, which is so usually employed by sur¬ 
geons. Such an incision produces an unsightly scar, does not afford 
good drainage, and will not cure the “ abces en bouton de chemise” 
of Velpeau. Sheild makes a radiating incision on the under surface 
of the breast, entering the knife at the thoracico-mammary junction. 
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The chapter on chronic mastitis should be read with care. Cases of 
chronic mastitis are often confounded with cancer. Some surgeons 
maintain that cancer can arise from chronic mastitis. We have never 
thought it probable, and feel strengthened in this view on reading 
Sheild’s statement that reported cases in which this evolution is thought 
to have taken place were cancerous from the first. If in a case 
the diagnosis is in doubt Our author advises us to apply medical 
treatment and wait for a time. Mastitis will remain stationary or 
improve, but cancer will steadily advance. Some surgeons when in 
doubt always remove the breast. This solution is easy for the surgeon, 
but is not exactly a satisfactory solution for a conscientious and scien¬ 
tific man. In general mastitis with cyst formation Sheild wisely advises 
us to remove the breast. The author tells us that Paget’s disease can 
appear on other parts than the nipple. He looks upon it as a super¬ 
ficial epithelioma of the skin, does not think it is ever really cured by 
local remedies, and maintains that it should be treated by removal of 
the breast and clearing out of the axilla. The chapter on cancer is 
extremely valuable and the section on diagnosis is particularly useful. 
Sheild believes that the modern view as to the necessity for radical 
operation comes really from Moore’s paper, which was published in 
1867. It is pleasant to find that the author gives credit to the valu¬ 
able labors of the younger Gross, who, during many years and in spite 
of virulent opposition, advocated most forcibly radical operation. 

Sheild does not think that we can ever promise cure to a patient, but 
he is certain that in very many instances we caD prevent local recur¬ 
rences and can prolong the individual’s life for several or even many 
years. The reviewer’s experience as to the patient’s future is in accord 
with the views set forth by Sheild, who feels more gloomy as to a 
patient’s future than does Halsted or Cheyne, because he is persuaded 
that even after three years has passed cancer may appear in some dis¬ 
tant part. 

Sheild maintains, and we think justly, that the most thorough opera¬ 
tions should be performed in early cases, because in early cases there is 
a chance to cure, and even in early cases the mamma is diseased through¬ 
out, and all of its cells show a tendency to reproductive activity. The 
very small mortality of this large operation is commented on. His 
operation is radical, but less radical than Halsted’s. He does not oper¬ 
ate for atrophic scirrhus, for cancer en cuirasse, or if the glands of the 
neck are involved. 

This is a most useful book. In every line it bears the mark of a sur¬ 
geon who has seen and studied what he speaks of, and whose views are 
founded on the solid rock of experience. We commend it warmly. 

We shall keep it in a convenient place in our library, and will con¬ 
stantly refer to it in the future. J. C. Da C. 


The Diseases oe the Stomach. By William W. Van Valzah, A.M., 
M.D., and J. Douglas Nisbet, A.B., M.D. Illustrated. Pp. 674. 
Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 1898. 

This joint production of Drs. Yan Valzah and Nisbet is written in 
a scholarly style and undoubtedly possesses what the authors claim as 



